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Upcoming astronomical eventa Involving the moon

and (wo planets might result in o rash of UFO sightings,
according to the Pennsylvania Assoclation for the Study

of the tnexpldined

Stan Gordon of Greensbury leads the statewide vol-
unteer sclentific clearing house that conducts open
ninded investigations of strange and unusual occur-
rences

“If the skys are clear, lly watchers will have a real
treat, Mr Gordon said. “Various atmospheiic condi-
tions could make these celestial displays seem srange

In the west-southwest section of the sky. the planet

Venus has moved directly below the moon, fow In al
crescent shape. while Jupiter has assumed a pohition to
Uu top left of the moon The planets are the ightest
“stars” In the night shy J'
“The more Interesting part will be the conjwdction of }
the planets Jupiter and Venus,” Mr. Gordon said]
He descrit.>d a conjunction basically us e close
palrings of two plunets in the same area. J

Special dates m}
Mr Gordon recornmended that people rk two
dates on their calendar -~ Feb 20 and March §
On the evening of Feb 29, he sald, Jupuer will $
positioned at the top left of Venus “They will be only
five degrees apurt, ' he added.

Thesea types of events his-
toricaliy have led to numer-
ous reports of UFO sight-
ings.

However, the actual conjunction won't tuke place
until the evening of March 5 when Venus passes 22
degrees north of Jupiter

“This will give the impression of two brilliant lights
in & stralght line,” Mr. Gordon sald.

“

ted to confuse some sky watchers

The conpunction severa! yun ago resulted in a Nood
of calls from people seeking an expianation. Mr Gordon
sald

He also referred Lo another celestiai highlight next
summer, when Mars will inteasity in brightness

“This year Mars will make its closest approach o
Farth in about 25 years The planet will Rppesr as a
bright orange-reddish light in the eaatern part of ths
sky It will be on the opposite side of the Karth from the
n”

Although these are natural occurrences, Mr Gordon
noted, these types of eveyts historically have led to ny
merous reports of UFO sightings

“Atmospheric condmru can make the planet ap

Continnad an ¥ 1y

/Conjunction
‘may appear
to bea UFO

Cootinwed from Metre
pear o brighten and thee dim 10 sud-
denly appear and disappear. 1o mowe
around in positior and o change oo
ors.” the director said

Currestiy, the agency is invesug

Mr Gordon operates @ 24-howr
Penosylvania UFO bot line The
aumber is 413-838-7768

mng what Mr Gordon referred to as
“quite a good low-ievel sghting™ of
an unidentified flying object in Soen-
erset County.

M: Gordoa said the iptident hap-
pened at approximately §45 pm
Fet 1000 2 back road near Biough

“Al least three caricads of peopie
saw this thing,” Mr Gordoe said.

According o the withess who flled
the report, twe vehicies behund ham
bad stopped The witness reported
getung out of his vehucle and gamng
at an object about ¥ fee! sway amd
o more than 50 feet off the ground.

“It was as big a3 a bouse.” Mr Ger-
don said “It was sees for quite a lomg
period of ume There may n fmct
Bave been more thar one object @
volved ™ i

The witpess reported hearing &
bumming sound as the object bovered
above the ground It emitted bright
beams of light from ope side loward
the tops of trees in the woods it was
tluminating, Mr. Gordoo said

He said be is eager to talk comS-
dentially with the other wilnesses. P

moung the annyai UFO Dews
celebration. put on by the Yillage of
Elmwood cach July

“We want 10 make peopic aware of
the fact that this wnvoives three
separate entities; the Village of
Elmwood. the surrounding com-
munities and the UFO Site Cemier
Corporation, all which operaiz m-
dependently of one another
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